CGC WEEK #5
Review of Weeks #1 - 4: 
Accepting a friendly stranger

Training on a loose leash

Sit and down on command
Sitting politely for petting

Coming when called

Appearance and grooming

Walking through a crowd

Reaction to Another Dog

This test demonstrates that the dog can behave politely around other dogs. Two handlers and their dogs approach each other from a distance of about 15 feet, stop, shake hands, and exchange pleasantries and continue on. The dogs should show no more than a casual interest in each other. Neither dog should go to the other dog or it’s handler. 


If you are working alone and there are not many people in your neighborhood that walk their dogs, you will need to go where dogs are, such as a park. If you have already accomplished the stay exercise with distractions, you can consider this exercise as just one more example of a distraction. To begin, every time you see a dog and handler walking, reinforce a “stay” command in either a sit or down position. Eventually your dog will be able to move around and move toward the other dog and remain under control. If you are training with food, you can give your dog a treat for paying attention to you. Practice this exercise until your dog reacts reliably to canine encounters. It should show no more than mild interest.

Reaction to Distractions


This test demonstrates that the dog is confident at all times when faced with common distraction situations. The evaluator will select only two of the following:

· A person using crutches, a wheelchair or a walker (No closer than 5 ft away

· A sudden opening or closing of a door

· Dropping a pan, folded chair, etc (No closer than 5 ft away)

· A jogger running in front of the dog

· A person pushing a cart or crate dolly passing (No closer than 5 ft away)

· A person on a bike (No closer than 10 ft away)

Please note: Since some dogs are sensitive to sound and others to visual distractions, it is preferable to choose one sound and one visual distraction.


The dog may express a natural interest and curiosity and/or appear slightly startled but should not panic, try to run away, show aggressiveness or bark. The handler may talk to the dog and encourage or praise it throughout the exercise. 


Life is full of surprises and your dog should react calmly to most of them. Through exposure to everyday situations, your dog has probably learned to ignore the distractions used in this test. But, if your dog rarely sees a bicycle or has taken to barking and fence running when it sees a jogger, you may be in for an embarrassing surprise when you are with your dog in public.If your dog shows fear of unusual objects, sounds or movements, you should help it by briefly exposing it to these tings in a non-threatening environment, preferably at a comfortable distance. Praise, treats, toys, and playful interaction may eventually take its mind off fear and help it associate what was once frightening with positive experiences.


As your dog becomes more confident, you can gradually bring the distractions closer. For example, a heavy book dropped right behind a dog’s back may cause an inexperienced or sound-sensitive dog to panic; but a heavy book dropped 6 feet in front of the same dog may not even be noticed. Gradually moving the book closer so the side of the dog and finally behind its back will desensitize the dog in a positive way. 

If your dog shows aggressive behaviors such as lunging at the distraction and trying to bite it, the same technique may be applied by exposing the dog gradually, and at a distance, to the things that triggers its aggression. If your dog is aggressive, you should be working with an experienced instructor. 

