CGC WEEK #3
Review of Weeks #1 & 2: 
Accepting a friendly stranger

Training on a loose leash

Sit and down on command
Sitting politely for petting

Coming when called
Appearance and Grooming
This practical test demonstrates that the dog will welcome being groomed and examined by it’s owner, a veterinarian, groomer, or friend of the owner. This test also demonstrates the owner’s care, concern, and sense of responsibility. 

The evaluator inspects the dog to determine if it is clean and groomed. The dog must appear to be in healthy condition (i.e. proper weight, clean, healthy and alert). The handler should supply a comb or brush commonly used on the dog. The evaluator then softly combs or brushes the dog an, in a natural manner, lightly examines the ears and gently picks up each front foot. It is not necessary for the dog to hold a specific position during the examination and the handler may talk to the dog. Praise the dog and give it encouragement through-out this exercise.


Gentle combing and brushing are a natural extension of petting and stroking. Your dog should receive gradual, positive conditioning to being groomed and examined from puppyhood on. Begin right away if you acquire an adult dog. If your dog fears this type of handling or becomes uncertain when its ears or feet are touched, spend time allowing it to associate grooming and human touch with a happy experience (such as vocal praise or treats) when it gives the slightest positive response. Pleasant daily handling and grooming will help you recognize physical problems early on, and your dog will learn that being examined and groomed are a welcome part of everyday life. Once your dog is comfortable being groomed and examined by you, ask someone else to do the same. 
