CGC WEEK #2
Review of Week #1: 
Accepting a Friendly Stranger

Training on a Loose Leash

Sit and Down on Command
Sitting Politely for Petting

The test demonstrates that the dog will allow a friendly stranger to touch it while it is out with its handler. Begin the exercise with the dog sitting at the handler’s side (either side is permissible). The evaluator pets the dog on the head and body only. The handler may talk to the dog throughout the exercise. The dog may stand in place once petting begins, but must not show shyness or resentment.

In public, strangers will want to meet your dog. You have already accomplished a large part to this exercise by teaching your dog to react calmly to visitors in your home. Have your dog remain in the sit position while you and family members approach and pet it. If the dog begins to get out of the sit position, give a tug on the leash and remind your dog to sit. Praise the dog as it sits, and do not allow anyone to pet the dog while it is out of the sit position. If your dog is excitable, you may have to direct your helper to approach and just touch the dog, then back up. The duration of petting can be gradually increased with time, as the dog succeeds in holding its sit position while being petted. 

As soon as your dog understands that it must remain under control while being petted, by those it knows, you can allow strangers to do the same. Remember that many people, especially children, do not know how to approach an animal. Offer some guidance, especially if your dog is not yet completely trained and reliable.

If you choose to use food rewards in training, you can have your helper approach to pet the dog. If the dog remains in the sit position, your helper may give the dog a treat. In the event your dog leaves the sit position, instruct the helper to remind the dog to sit, and give a treat once the dog has returned to the sit position. 

Coming When Called


The test demonstrates that the dog will come when called by the handler. The handler will tell the dog to “Stay” or “Wait” depending on their preference. The handler will then walk 10 feet from the dog, and turn to face the dog. The handler will then call the dog, encouraging it to come. The evaluator may provide mild distractions, such as petting, until the handler is 10 feet away. This exercise tests whether or not the dog will come on command. It does not test the dog’s ability to stay on command.


Start with your dog on leash. Leave your dog, going out to the end of the leash and turn to face your dog. Give the “Come” command. If your dog does not respond, give a light tug on the leash. When your dog does come when called, give a treat and plenty of praise.
